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PREFACE to the coder by 
the oh Ret of : 


MON 6 the various flanders, and multitude 
of miſreports, rais d many, zo. make me and 
ſervice odious to All, One rumor which hath run 
abroad, is, that, I have fore d to 2 elf the Tenths 
of the Congregation, over which I ave now for more 
than ten Tears prefided ; _ 

Now ( Ex pede Herculem) by this ſingle; yer ſub- 
ſantial untruzh, the conſiderate Readey may judge of 
the notorious. falſood of all. the other a reports 
which have been 2 vented againſt me. For £4 
Bleſs God, of all fins, my very Conſtitution leaft. 
inclines me to 5 greedy of þ 
Lucre ; ſo little of 7 Love or «Life ath that Inigu 
ty taken up, L * beſt: know — 
moſt a 'd.-with the contrary. fault 
of 72 ing o muc fr my ſelf and family, as 
+ honeſtly. ave done, by a common improvement of 
;h — opportunitys put into my Band: H oovidence. 
- But as tothu falſe charge in e IJ. Hall only 

ay (1) chat never had we any Injunction, leaſt 
all Impoſition, for all or any to give a Tenths 
to am uſe;, but ſuch alone gave t as pretended 
ro do it freely from the Convidtion of their own Con- 
ſeiences. ( 2.) Hence, this never was an univerſal 
Practice among ws, for all in T4 matter did what was 
rigůt in their own Eyes. (3) And indeed I never 
believ'd that All . or ſbould give their Tenths : 
FVhence (4) other ways of Contribution beſides this, 
were Commended and Recommended by me: ( 5 ) And 
Ar for thu, it was never thought or ſaid by me, that 
the Tenths of All the Subſtance of all but onl 
of their Gains or Increaſe were to be diſpos'd * 
(6) And theſe were ſo far from being directed to be 
_ Even nn that 75 doing was preacht ain 
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© Ledngl; bur the Tenths of the Thereſe Foy 
that oy free 5 2 enn ſaid tobe du __ —_ — 
whole ſervice or arizable or 2 

whatever, in und out of the Church From all which 
Premiſes I —_ ons ald (y) ba Tnever thought it 


according to T 
: 9 2be Tenhs 07 2 Treregſe, 


leaſt of all of the Sulſtunce of um; Ine. 
ver 1 0 or fe other, only Pl, _ the 
fmalleſt moiety of either fell to my ſhare, we having 
Bud in our el pond nf 2 few — always 
allow'd ſo mich as ten ten fill er to the min- 
renmre of the Mi ee, Felf(abfir invidia 
As _ * — —_— the bY 
times as much; By thu brief and true rela- 
Ben, if appears, how Grunder mh Graceleſs © 
this, wit other Hike tales about 
was thinking t declare to the N Voril, my udgment 
in our Practice in hn matter, I among o- 
tber Diſcourſes, a herb tra with — title ut 


Profixt, from that 1 


H 7 fee, ml 
8 and pratrir d, I 1 and 
n ar — 5 


7551 Believ'd and Liv'd, "thro Grate me, may Have 
er acceptation a coming” from ſuch a Maſter in 
Tirael, than it coult have, deliver d only in the 
words of one, who His own 
ſome (from whom might have expelted berter rrent- 
ment) W e to many ; Y 
continues to this: 4 oa cars jel, rn God, in Nis fer- 
vice, on which he cha Ar. 
Hinſelf : in it N unly and 'Cahimn 
. with ſuch like promifis of Grace as he fur in 
54. 17. John 12. 26, c. in . 
05 3 which Meng Febſcribe 
1 and will ever 


Kahle roar, Ly 1 * 
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or Sence, or Honeſty, for a 
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A "TESTIMONY 
SACRIL EDGE. 


13 W Inportuned to Write on 4 | 
Subject of the Maintenance due ta 
thoſe that Preach the GOSPE ; hg 


T ſhall deliver my Thoughts Concerning — | 


it, in the following Concluſions. 


— _— * — 


CONCLUSION, | 


_— 
* 


An + Honourable Maintenance 1j due to the Mini« bg 


fters of the Goſpe!- | 


CONCLUSION, II. 


The Reformed Churches have many of them been 
Faulty in tb Matter. 


CONCLU SION, III. 


There % Semething due to GO D out of every 
Mans Eſtate, and the Tenth of hu Incomes 1 


oi fa that may be ſuppoſed. f 


CONCLUSION, IV. 

Tirkes are not by any Divine Law due to the 
N Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

B _ CON 


N 


(2) 
____..CONCLUSION, 1. 

An Honourable Maintenance is due to 

- the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
OR, 1. Their Calling is Honourable. It was 


1 ſaid of Samuel, He u a Man of God, He WM ſu 
1 Sam. 9. 6. 1 an Honourable Men, To with. 
198 een ſuitable Main- n 
tenance, is to make both their Petſons, and theit 
Work Contemptible. The light of Nature teach- Þ, 
eth Men to reverence thoſe that are fer apart ¶ ar 
for the eſpecial Service of God, The very Wrh 
Gentiles had a great Veneration for their Prje/ts. Ml ch 
We find in the Scripture (as well as in other 
| Gen. 45.22 Writings) that the Heathen had an d 
Err 5 e Fonour for fuch men, and a great MW T 
* regard for their being Honourably il © 
Maintained, _._ _ = rh 
2. THE LORD appointed an Honoura- li 
ble Maintenance for his Miniſters under the Old 
Teſtament. For beſides the Tenths, the Firit- Im 
fruits, and other Offerings, Thirteen Cities of re 
Refuge with the Lands belonging to them were ¶ h. 
theirs. Now, altho' under the Goſpel, the matter Ml © 
our of which rhe Stipend of Miniſters is to be 
Tais'd, and the manner of Payment is nor as un- WW A 
der the Law; Nevertheleſs, we may from rhence o 
argue by way of Analogy, for ſo N cc 
7 Cor. 9. 13. does the Apoſtle, Do you not know I al 
5 that they which Miniſter about holy is 
things, live of the things of the. Temple, theywhich Ml on 
wait at the Altar, are partakers with the Altar ? 10 
3. I N the New Teſtanene, the Truth before n- 
us is exprelsly aſſerted, eſpecially inthat place it 
where the Apoſtle ſays, The. Lord b ordain'd ſh 
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(3) 
chat they who Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
the Goſpel, This he had proved from the Divine 
Law which appointed, That rhey | Cor 
who Miniſter about Holy things, Se 146 
22 live of the things of che Temple, as was 
ſhew'd? 5 
AND, from the Law of Nations, ver. 7. 
Who goeth a Warfare at hx own Char- 
5s 2 Souldiers do not uſe to go ro War without 
Pay from rhe State that employs them. Miniſters 
are engaged in a Warfare, He that has lifted 
them in His Service, will have chem Supported 
cheren. e 5 | 
THE Apoftle moreover proveth his Do- 
ctrine from the Law of Nature, | 
Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Mouth of the were 9. 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn, To do 
that is Cruelty and Unmercifulneſs, which the 
lighr of Nature condemns. we 
NO W can any man ſuppoſe, that God will 
make Laws, to provide that brure Beaſts ſhall be 
rewarded for their Labour, and that He will not 
have the Labour, of thoſe that are His own 
Officers, to be duely acknowledg'd ? 
B U I beſides this Chapter, in which the 
Apoſtle does inlarge on this Subject, there are 
other Scriptures in the New Teſtament, which 
command an Honourable Maintenance ro be 
alfow'd to the Miniſters of rhe Goſpel. What 
is implyed in that Double Hen- 1 Tin. 3. 170 
our which they are worthy of 7 Fe 
not only Reverence, but an Honourable Mainte- 
nance 1s doubtleſs thereby intended. And when 
its required of them that they T; | 
ſhould'be given 10 Hoſpitality 5 * 3+ 2+ 
This is neceſſarily implied: for without a Liberal 
N 5 2 Maintenance 


, (4) 
Maintenance it is - impoſſible that they ſhould 
be capable of much Hoſpitality. ou 
1 5 HERE is in the Scriprure an expreſs 
Rule concerning this matter, ſhewing not only 
ebat the Miniſters of rhe Goſpel ſhould be Main- 
Y' * © tain'd, but how this ſhould be 
Gal. 6. 6. done; the Rule is, Let him that 1 
| taught in the Word communicate to 
bim that teacheth in all good things. If not only 
ſome, but every one that is taught, ſhould com- 
municate to their Teachers, not only in Some, but 
in Al good things, they would doubtleſs have a 
competent Maintenance; for (as the Be / gick An- 
notators have well obſeryed) ro communicate of 
All good things, is to communicate Liberal. 
B theſe things it is evident, that the Main- 
tenance of Miniſters is not Almes (as ſome would 
have ir) but due Debt: They receive it not as an 
act of Charity but of Juſtice. They have as much 
right to it as any Labourer has to his hire. There- 
fore when Chriſt ſent forth his 
Luk. 10. 7. Diſciples to Preach the Goſpel, He 
ſaid, The Labourer M worthy of hs 
hire. So do they that Labour in the Word and 
Doctrine well deſerve the Recompence given to 
them: They Work the Work of the Lord, as the 
Apoſtle ſaid that He and Timothy 
x Cor. 16. 10. did. The Scripture calls their 
r Tim. 5. 18. Maintenance not Alm, but Reward 
2 Chr. 11. 8. and Wages. The Apoſtle tells the 
C̃.erinthiant, that he took Wages of 
other Churches, to do them Service. 
ONE of the Ancients obſerves, that when 
the Apoſtle ſaich to theGalatians (who doubtleſs 
were defective in their duty as to that matter 
Let him chat is taught communicate to him that 
inte AA 8 reacherh 
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teacheth; rhe Greek word is not ueredifore, 
which ſignifys to imparr, but 61. 6. 6. 
Korwytt r, Which imports a kinda 
of Commerce, or Exchange of Spiritual things for 
Carnal. And whatever People may imagine, the 
Mages which Miniſters receive, is not compara- 
ble to what they give, if they are diligent and 
faithful in the diſcharge of the | 
Work incumbent on them. I ws 1 Cor. 9. 11. 
have ſown unto Spiritual things, # it N 
a great thing if we ſhall not reap yourCarnal things? 
THIS Aſſertion is dent d by few that call 
| themſelves Cbriſtians, Some of the firſt Refor- 
mers ( Bullinger and others) tell us, that the Ana- 
baptiſt; in thoſe days, ſaid, The Miniſters in the 
Reformed Churches were no true Miniſters of 
n- WF Chriſt, becauſe they took Mages for Preaching 
14 the Goſpel. They pretended that Chriſt forbad 
an his Diſciples ro receive any thing for their La- 
ch bour, becauſe He ſaid to them, 
e- Freely ye have received, freely give. Mat. 10. 8, 
Is Bur they miſinterpreted, and abu- | 
je ſed the Words of our Saviour: Chrift himſelf 
1 was Maintain'd by His Followers after He en- 
1d tred on His Publick Miniſtry, and * 
ro ſo were the Apoſtles. When there- Luk. 8. 3. 
1c forte the Lord (aid, freely give, He Phil. 4. 10, 
by WW does nor ſpeak of Preaching the T5, 16. 
ir Golpel, but of healing the Sick, 
4 and caſting out Devils, raiſing the Dead, and 
e the like miraculous Gifts. They might nor take 
any reward for theſe, as the Prophet Eliſha 
would nor from Naaman the Syrian. Ir was 
great wickedneſs in Simon Magw, when he 


n 
s WW thought ro get Mony by the gifts of the Holy 
B 4 CON. 


) S 


(6 5 ——_ 
. CONCLUSION, Il. 


The Reformed Churches haue many of them 
been faulty in this Matter. 
THE Alienating of Lands devoted to a uſe 

Religious, or of other Deodands bas been 


accounted a great Sin. The Gentiles were afraid 


to do it. Some barbarous Heathen would nor 
burn the Temples of Chriſtians which were ſer 
apart for the Worſhip of God. 1 

TH E taking away of Church Lands, and 
uſing them to purpoſes no way Religious, has 
by many been accounted Sacriledge. This was 
generally done at the firſt Reformation in Lu- 
ther 's time. And the Wiſdom of Heaven appear d 
in making the Avarice and Ambition of great 
Men, an occaſion of Reforming that Corruption 
in Doctrine, by which the Papacy had defac d 
and ruin d the true Church of Chriſt. Many 
of thoſe Lands by which the Clergy had been 
nouriſhed in all manner of Luxury and Idleneſs, 
were not only taken from them, bur Alienated 


From all Pieus Uſes and given to profane Gentle- 


men; which made Calvin ſay, That they bad 
talen the Purſe from Judas, and bad given it to 
the Devil. Ae 

MOST true it is, that the Authors of many 
of rhoſe Donations to the Church, were guilry 
of grear Superſtition in whar they did; vainly 
imagining to Merit thereby, and that the Ec- 
cleſiaſticks would Pray their Souls out of Pur- 
gatory; Nevertheleſs, it may be queſtion'd, 


Service of God, can without danger be wholly 
328 >. 4. Alienated 


egg nme 8 E: 


Whether that which has been devoted to the 


—— 


4 
alienated. The Scriprure ſays, I i 4 ſnare 
to! the\ man bat deveureth that Prov, 20. 25. 


| which is boly. © 


MAN of thoſe who made Donations of 
Lands or gifts to the Church, did with grievous 
Execrations, imprecate whoever ſhould convert 
what they had given, to any Profane or Private 


. uſe. There have been ſevere decrees of Synods, 


and Laws of Chriſtian Emperors, condemning 

the Alienation of what has been dedicated. 
SOME Judicious Writers have thought, thar ir 

it was not without Myſtery, that the Apoſtle 

writing ro the Church of Rome, | 

ſays, Thou that abhorreſt Idols, Rom. 2. 22. 


doſt thou commit Sacrilege 2 as if 


there were a Propherical Reflection on thoſe 
that would abhor the Idolatry of the Romiſh 
Church, and yer would themſelves be guilry of 
great Sacriledge. 

Mr. ME DE thinks, that this has been the 
chief Sin of the Reformation. And he obſerves 
that as Adam was turned out of Paradiſe for 
his Sacrilege, in laying his hands on that Tree 
which was Sacred to God, ſo many had been 
turned out of their Paradiſes, ( viz. their fair 


Eſtates) for the ſame Sin. 


BU to let that paſs, What Reformed Chureb 
can we mention, in which there has not been a 
defect as to Encouragement to the Goſpel, and 
a due Supportment of the Preachers of it ? 

I T isrrae, That among the Reformed in 
France, their Diſcipline requires a yearly Penſion 
be allowed to their Paſtors, and that the Elders 
in every Church ſhall Enquire, Wherher the 
Wages appointed for the Miniſter, is duely Paid 
to him: And that the e in whoſe _ 

| 3 ce 


the Miniſter doth finiſh his days, ſhall rake care 


of bis Widow and Children. This norwithſtand- 
ing, the Synods there have ofrenAdmoniſhed the 
Churches, and threatned them with Cenſure for 


their Ingratitudo to their Teachers. 


A S for the Church of England, their digni- 


fied Clergy men have a Superfluous Maintenance, 
and ſome others who have only Parſonages, en- 
joy that which is Competent and Honourable. 

evertheleſs, in many great Towns and Cities 
it is otherwiſe : Oftentimes ſome Gentleman 


has the Parſonage, and ſo rhe Tithes; when 


the Miniſter is bur a Vicar with a ſcanty 


allowance. | | | 

IMPROPIATFIONS, (that is, when 
Spiritual Livivgs are Poſſeſſed by Temporal 
men, for whom they are Improper) have a 
long time been complained of by many good 
men. There are in England of Parith Churches, 
Nine Thouſand two hundred and eighty four, 
endowed with Glebe and Tithe : bur of theſe, 
three Thouſand and eight hundred and forty five, 
are either appropriated ro Biſhops, Cathedrals 
and Colleges; or Impropriations. There are ma- 

ny Pariſhes in Eng land, in which 
See Mr. Stock- there is no Preaching, becauſe 
tons Life, p. there is not a Competent Main- 
193. denance for a Miniſter. 

AND if I ſhould ſpeak of the Non-Confo: - 
miſts, there are at this day, very few of their 
Miniſters have ( altho' ſome have) an bonour- 

able Reward of their Labours. EY + 

IN Scotland the Tithes belong either to the 
King, or are Appropri ated to Gentlemen, ſo 


that the Miniſtry there has but a ſmall Portion 


out of them. ED 
LP IN 
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IN ſome parts of Germany, eſpecially in 
Saxony, not only other Seculars, bur Military 
Officers are Maintained our of their Tirhes, for 
which the prerence has been, Thar they who 
defend the Church, oughr in reaſon to be ſup- 

orred our of the Eccleſiaſtical Revenues. Thoſe 
Miniſters who were the great Inſtruments of the 

Reformation there, had bur a very ſmall Stipend, 
not at all proportionable to their Worth, or to 
their Work. 
'LUTHER ſays, That when he was a 
Papiſt, and ſaw what large Revenues belonged 
ro Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, he marvelled that the 
Apoſtle Paul inſiſted ſo much on the Maintenance 
due to the Miniſters of rhe Goſpel. Bur after he 
was a Proteſtant, he did not wonder at it: For 
(ſays he) I ſaw, that altho' Men would be very 
Liberal ro Antichriſt, they would hardly give 
Chriſt a Penny. Toes | 

LUTHER himſelf, the moſt eminent a- 
mong al! the Miniſters of rhe Reformarion in 


_ Germany, notwithſtanding his vaſt Labours, had 


bur an inconſiderable Salary. Ar his Death he 
thus Expreſſed himſelf, I rhank God, fer that He 
would have me live a Poor Indigent Perſon on the 
Earth, Thave neither Houſe, nor Land, nor Poſſeſſions, 
nor Mony. After his Death, his Widow and rhree 
Sons were expoſed ro great wants, and neglected 
by rhoſe whom he had particularly obliged, 
which ingratitude has ſometimes been mention- 
ed to the great diſhonour of Proteſtants: as on 
the other hand, the Senate in Zurickare renown- 
ed, for their Gratitude towards Peter Martyr, in 


raking care of his Poſterity after his Death. 


BUT to proceed, the City of Geneva has been 


famous for their Profeſſion of the Reformed Re- 


ligion; 


1 
1 
= 
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Religion; but nor for their Liberaliry towards 


Preachers of the Goſpel. When they firſt caſt 
off Popery, they diſpoſed of Eccleſiaſtical Goods 
into Secular hands, contrary to Calvin's Advice. 
Thar great Man had bur a {mall Reward for all 
his Indefarigable Labours ; nor indeed was he 


willing to have more. 


II is reported, That a Gentleman travelling 
through Geneva, having heard much of Calvin. 
made him a viſit, ſuppoſing becauſe of his Great 
Fame in the World, he ſhould have ſeen a Man 


with the Grandeur and Equipage of a Prince: 


but (ſays he) When I ſaw him, Ecce Pannoſis 
Senex ! he ſaw another Fobn Baptiſt with a Coat 


of Camels hair, and a Leathern girdle. 


WHEN Calvin was told, that People believed 
that he was very Rich, and could not but have 
great Sums of Money by him, he would ſmile 
at it, and ſay, If I cannot convince them of the 
contrary by my Life, I ſhall convince them by my 
Will at my Death. In bis Will he gave ten golden 
Scutes to the School, and as much to Poor Stran- 
gers, and the reſt to his only Brother; his whole 
Eſtate conſiſting in bis Library, and Houſe-hold 
goods, not amounting to more than three hun- 
dred Crowns. 

IT muſt alſo be ackowledged, Thar in Polan! 
ſome who paſſed under the Name of Mal denſes, 
were faulty in this matter: their Nobles did 


| Infalr over other Churches, prerending that they 
in Poland only had true Miniſters of the Goſpel 


among them, becauſe their Miniſters took no 
reward for their Labours. But the Bohemian 
brethren endeavour to excuſe this fault by the 


Poverty of that People. | 
NO People on the Earth have pretended to a 
| 5 greater 


"CI 

greater Reformation in Religion, than have the 
Churches in New-Eng/and: But have nor they 
been faulty in this matter alſo? | 

RE NOW N ED Mr. Davenport has ſome- 
times ſaid ro me, That he had for a long time 
doubred, that New- England was guiity of much 
Sin, in reſpect of their Strair-handedneſs towards 
the Miniſtry ; and he told me, That he knew 
my Father Cotton was of that Mind alſo, who 
would ſometimes ſay Pleaſantly (as another has 
informed me) That there was nothing cheap in 
New-England beſides Milk and Miniſters. 

THE firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel in this 
Colony, brought good Libraries, and conſider- 
able Eſtates with them from England, which is 
a ſufficient Anſwer to that Objection, How are 
the People in New- England, blame worthy for 
their Strair-handedneſs towards the Miniſters of 
Chrift ; whenas they had fuch a Liberal Main- 
tenance as to be able to give a Liberal Education 
to their Sons? It is true, chat ſome of them have 
done ſo. 

M Y Father had four Sons brought up at the 
College, which if he had not a Perſonal Eſtate of 
his own, he could not have done: For he had no 
more than an 1001, Per Annum Salary from his 
People in Dorcheſter, which without other ſup- 
plies, is nor ſufficient re ſupport a Numerous 
Family, afrer an honourable manner. 

. THE like is to be ſaid concerning the very 
Learned Mr. Cbauncy; He was conſtrained to 
leave Scituate becauſe of his Family Straits. 
When enquiry was made of him, bow ir fared 
with him, his anſwer was in theſe Words, Ut plu- 
rimum dee ſt Pans, What a ſhame is it, ſo great a 
Man ſhould be forced ſo to ſpeak, That for the moſt 

1 =. 
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Part be had ſcarceBread. And after he wasPreſident 
of the College, the Country was not ſo grateful te 
him as they ought to have been. Nor could he 
have ſubſiſted, if he had nor received ſupplies 
from England, out of an Eftate which he left 
there. I have often thought, that Providence has 
frowned on that Society, as an effect of the Lords 
diſpleaſure againſt this Colony, for their ingra- 
cirude towards that Eminent Man, who had de. 
ſerved highly from the Churches here, on more 
accounts than one. 

B U T thoſe Miniſters who have had their 
Birth and Education in this Country, have not 
had ſuch ſupplies as their Predeceſſors were ad- 
vantaged with: Some of them have been forced 

* to forſake the Houſe of God, and 

Neb. 13. TO, go into the Field, and ſpend that 
*. time there which ſhould have been 
ſpent in their Studies: And then their Congre- 
gations muſt needs be poorly fed on the Lords- 
Day. If People neglect ro ſupply the Lamp with 
Oil, they will (as Origen obſerves) have but a dim 
Light. Tenuitas beneficij parit ignorantem Sacerdo-- 
tem, is an old Saying and a true one. Slender 
Benefices breed ignorant Minaſters. 

THE uſual prerence for neglects of this 
Nature, has been the Poverty of the Country. | 
Bur God will not be Mock'a with a pretence of 
Gal. 6. 6 Poverty. For men ro defraud God 

we 0 e, 7. of His due, is the way to be Poor. 


a 
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We find in the Scripture, that He has puniſhed iſ - 

His People with ſcanty Harveſta, becauſe they | 
did nor take care duely to ſup- 

Ag. 1. 9. port His Worſhip among them. 

It may be fear'd that ir has been, in part, for 

this Sin, among other Evils, that we have ſome 

4 times 
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times been puniſhed with very ſcanty Harveſts. 
THA 8 R. Solo- | 


mon has this gloſs, He that does Numb. 5. 10. 
not duely pay by Tithes, in the 1 
end, bus Land ſhall yield him bue 4 Tithe of what 
it was 2 to 8 a does not the Word of 
God aſſure us, t the wit holding 
more than is meet, tendeth to Pe Prov. 1r. wh 
verty. We have ſeen it veriſied in the matter 
now under conſideration. | 
THERE was a Town in New-England bleſs d 
with two Miniſters, both of them of eminent 
Abilities and Piety, at a Town-Meering ir was 
debated what Recompence ſhould be granted to 
their Paſtor and Teacher, for their Labours in the 
Word and Doctrine; and it was Voted nor to al- 
low more than Thirty Pounds to each of them, for 


their S for one year, becauſe the Town, they 


ſaid, was ſo Poor, they could not do more than 
that did amount unto. And Behold What fol- 
low'd! The Lord ſaw it and was offended, and 


that very year after they had paſſed ſuch a Sacrs- 


legiow Vote, God took from them by deſtroying 
their Cattle, as much as was valued at 3oo/ 
They that were ſo Poor they could not allow a 
Miniſter of Chriſt above 300. for a years Labour, 
could looſe 300 /. in one Specie, in one year. 
ON the other hand, does not che Scripture 

ſay, Honour God with thy Sub- 

ence, So ſhall thy Barns be filled Prov, 3. 9519. 
with Plenty. Particularly, as to what concerns 
the Miniſters of God, the Lord Himſelf ſays, 
Will a Man rob God ? yet ye haue 
robbed me : but ye ſay, Wherein have Mal. 3. 8-11. 


we robbed thee : In Tithes and 
_ Offerings. Te are curſed with a curſe : for * | 
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rebbed me, even this whole Nation. Bring ye all the 
Tithes into the Storehouſe, that there may be Meat 
in mine Houſe, and prove me now therewith, ſaith 
the LO RD of Hoſts, if Iwill nos open you the 
Windows of Heaven, and pour you ont 4 bleſſing, 
that there ſhall not be room enough to receive it. 

Aud I will rebuke the devourer for your ſakes : And 
be ſhall not deftroy the fruits of your ground, nei- 
ther ſhall your Vine caſt her fruit before the time 
#n the field, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, The 
Experience of che Lords People has confirmed 
1 the Truth before us. Since the 
2 Chron. 31. People beg an to bring the Offerings 
ms: into the Houſe of the Lord, We have 
bad enough to Eat, and have left Plenty: for the 
Lord has bleſſed the People, and that which is left? 
is this great Store. . 

DID men believe (and if they have a due 
regard to the Scripture, they cannot but be- 
lieve) Tbar Liberaliry is the way to Plenty; 
and that the contrary is the way to Poverty: 
they would be more open- handed. 
"MOREOVER, Thar the Allegation of 
the Countrys Poverty, is but a pretended rea- 
fon = the Ingratirude which many are guilty 
of, is evident from this Conſideration, Namely, 
Thar altho T:ches are not due to che Miniſters 
of the Goſpel by any Divine Law, { as we ſhall 
under auother Concluſion endeavour to Evince) 
Nevertheleſs, That Proportion was never 


thought to be an oppreſſive Maintenane, in the 
Nations where it has obtained; whenas it is 


evident that leſs than one half of the Tenths 
would in many Towns with us, hon ourably 
ſupport the Miniſtry among them. 5 
AR chere not ſome „— 
and, 
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land, in which the Inhabitants ſpend more at 
the Tavern; than they do ro uphold the Publick 
Worſhip of God ꝰ That Eſtate which is con- 
ſumed ro nouriſh Pride, Senſuality, Luxury, 
would be more than ſufficient ro ſupport the 
Goſpel. How then can ſuch a People have 
the face to ple ad Poverty, as an Apology for 


. their Sacriledge? 


CONCLUSION, III. 


There is ſomething due to G O D out of 
every Mans Eſtate, and the Tenth of 
his Incomes it the Leaſt that may be 


ſuppoſed. 


HAT every man ought to conſeerate a 
part of his Eſtate to pious Uſes is indubi- 
table. Againſt chis alſo ſome pretend their Po- 
verty ; but are they poorer than the Widow, thar 
had but two Mites, and yet caſt them into the 
Lords Treaſury ? Nor do ſuch conſider, that this 
is the way to have more. For God will be in 
no man's debt; That which he has 
given, the Lord will pay bim again. Eccl. 11. 1, 2. 
uch Ventures have a Rich Re- 
turn. Caſt thy bread on the waters, for thou ſhall 


find it after many days : Give a Portion to ſeven, 


and alſo to erghs, | 
THERE are few that will ſay, that no- 
thing is due to God our of their Etftates : but 
about the Quote pars, ot how much they ought 
to give, there are diſputes. Some have thought 
that under the Goſpel a fifth part of a 1 3 
R | 8 yearly 
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yearly income' ſhould be devoted to Chriſt; 
viz. 200 l. our of a Thouſand, which is a 


4+ _ - - fifth part; a double portion to 
Cant. 8. 12. the Levitical Tenth. 


God, and themſelves roo. 


T HE Pious Lord Harrington, did not only 


give the Tenth of his Incomes to the Poor, but 
was other-ways bountiful in many Charities. 
Mr. Gouge relates concerning that Religious 
Gentle woman, Mrs. Parthenia Lowman, that in 
the time of her Widowhood, She devoted a- 
bove a fifth part of her yearly Rents to Chari- 
table Uſes. „ ax amv 
Dr. Walker reports concerning that Right 
honourable and religious Lady, the late Coun- 
teſs of Warwick, that ſhe enquir'd of a Miniſter, 
What proportion one is obliged to conſecrate 


to God out of his Eſtate? Who anſwered, 
that it was difficult, if not impoſſible, to fix a 


rule that ſhould hold univeiſally; for tbat the 
Families and circumſtances of Perſons muſt be 
conſidered: bur that he ſuppoſed, That if ſhe 
gave a ſeventh part of her large Incomes, that 
would be ſufficient. She replyed, That was 
not enough, and that She would not give leſs 
than a third part; which She religiouſly per- 


formed accordingly : That made ſome People 


ſay, Thar the Earl of Warwick, in giving his 
whole Eſtate ro his Wife, (as by his Will he 
had done) had left all his Eſtate ro Pions Uſes. 
THE mentioning of this Noble Example, 
is a Satyr on thoſe, who make a Will fo 
Sacrilegious, as out of a great Eſtate not to 
devote one Penny to Pious Uſes, What 3 
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If they 
435 | whom God has bleſſed with 
great Eſtates ſhould do thus, they would honour 


fs. Rs * — 23 Wat 


Day of Judgment, who would give Him no- 


2 * 


3 
will ſuch Perſons be able to give to God at the 


ching, that had given much to them !-; -., ... 
WHEN we lay that the Teneh of a mans 
Incomes are due to God, we do not intend 
thereby, That they are due to the Miniſter, 
of the Goſpel ; altho what is given to them, as 
ſuch, is given to God. But fo alſo is what is laid 
out in purchaſing Bibies, and other Good Books, 
deſigning thereby to promote rhe Intereſt of 
Religion in the World: and that which is 
expended in building Houſes for the Worſhip 
of God; And that which is 105 | 
given to the Lords Poor, He that Prov. 19. 17. 
has pity on the Poor, lends to the . 
Lord. The like is to be ſaid concerning that 
which is devoted to Colleges, or Schools of 
Learning, in order to the upholding of Religi- 
on, which will be loſt without good Literature. 
Well did Luther ſay, Si quid Scholaſticu confers, 
Deo ig contuliſti. Some Religiouſly diſpoſed 
Perſons have done great Service for Chriſti, by 
Maintaining Poor Scholars in the Univerſities, 


who have proved Eminent Inſtruments of Glory 


to God, and good to His Church. 8 5 
NO W thar ar leaſt, the Tenth of a mans 
yearly Incomes ſhould be thus conſecrated to 
the Lord, ſeems reaſonable, 9 
. 


1. TH E Argument inſiſted on by the 


profaundly Learned Mr. Jeſeph Mede, deſerves 


conſideration. He reaſons thus, God deals very 
favourably with men if He requires anly a 
Tenth, fince that is the leaſt part of our Goods, 
according ro the firſt diviſion, For as Ten is the 
Periodical number of a fixed and ſubſtantial na- 
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nature; ſo when we 

begin to make a new 

and one, twelve is ten and two, Gc. Thus as the 


Number of ſeven is the Periodical number of 


Time, God has been favourable to men in com- 
manding only a Seventh part of Time, to be 


perpetually conſecrated to His Service: So in 


accepting the Tenth of our Incomes, Ten be- 
inning the greater number, and including the 
aller, has been eſteemed proper for Him who 
is the firſt Cauſe, and the laſt of all things. 
With a Seventh day He is acknowledged rhe 
Creator, and with a Tenth part, the Poſſeſſor 
of all things. . 1 
2. BEFORE the Inſtitution of the 
Ceremonial or Judicial Law, the Tenth was due 
| to God. Abraham gave Tithe of 
Gen. 14. 20. all ro Melchizedeck, Which the 
88 Apoſtle takes ſpecial notice of four 
Heb. 7. or five Times in one Chapter. 
Wbhence it has by Learned and 
Orthodox Men, been concluded, That this Ho- 
mage and Tribute is due to Chriſt. 

THER E never was any Type of Chriſt, 
as a Prieſt, but he received Tithes, and that not 
in the right of any thing in himſelf, but meerly 
in the virtue of his Typical Office ; ſo that 
originally they pertained to that principal Prieſt 
whoſe Prieſt-hood is Erernal 

AND we find that Jacob, long before the 

Moſaical Law, Vowed unto God ſaying, Of 
IE ' all that thou g iveſt me, I will ſure) 
Gen. 28. 22. give the Tenth unto thee, We 
read nor, that the Patriarchs did 

this by virtue of any Poſitive Law: Ir ſeems 
then, that the Light of Nature which ** 
„„ them 


0 xeed beyond Ten, we 
diviſion, as eleven is ren 
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A e chuſe the Lord to be their God, di- 
reQedtheni to conſecrare a Tenrb of theiv Bſtar 

10 their God. b 
AMON G the Jews ar this day, many of 
the Richer ſort uſually give away a Teneb part 
of their Eſtate ro charirable Uſes. Yea, and 
of old, the Gentiles did ſo. Hence is thar ex- 
peſion of Plum; Ot decimam ſolveret Her- 
Pliny tells us, That the Arabs conſecrated 
ne d uc mod; Decima qua que ve- 


teres dijs ſuis offerebant, lays ag ard 0- 
— N thi 


— 8 chat the Law of Nature has m__ 
Men thus to practiſe, 

I conclude rhis Argument with Mr, Baxrer's 
words, in his Diſcourſe concerning whar parr 
of our Eftare we ſhould devote to 
pious Uſes, I confeſs ( ſays he,) Page, 97. 
F we conſider bow Decimarion 
was nſed before the Law, by Abraham and Jacob; 
and bow commonly it was nſed r the Gentiles; 
and laſt of all by the Church of Chrift, it will 
maße 4 confiderate man . That as there is 
fil a Divine direkt ĩon for One Day in Seven, as 
4 neceſſary tien of Time to be ordinarily 
conſecrated to God, ſo that there 1s ſomethin 24 
Divine Canon, or direction for the Tench e 
Revenues. Thus Mr. Baxter, a | 
3. A remarkable Bleſſing has Abenden 2 
Eſtates of ſome who have devoted che Tench of 
their Incomes to pious Uſes. | 

Mr. Mede ( before mentioned) 9 he 
as by a fignal Providence choſen a Fellow of 

G2 Chrifts 
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Chriſts College in Cambridge, was ſo affected 


with that Mercy, as that he ſolemnly Vowed 


to lay afide every Tenth Shilling be ſhould re- 
ceive, and to dedicare it to pious Uſes. This 
he did religiouſly obſerve: And altho' his Sa- 
lery was bur ſmall, ſuch a bleſſing attended 
him, as that he not only lived comfortably and 


and honourably, but was able at his Death, be- 


ſides Legacies to his Kindred, to give an 100 /. 


to the Poor, and 300 J. to the College, in which 
bee... 
Mr. Gataker ſpeaks of an eminent Merchant 
and Citizen of London (Mr. Fobn Parker ) who 
at his firſt Effectual Calling, among other things, 
then reſolved by him, this was one, Thar he 


would ſer apart every year a Tenth of his gain 


for the relief of the Poor. For three or four 
years after his doing thus, he did not find that 
he thrived in his Eſtate, yer he was not diſcou- 
raged thereby, bur ſtill gave Liberally and boun- 
rifully. And after ſome time, God abundantly 
bleſſed and increaſed his Temporal Eſtate, chat 
he would often profeſs, that he found thoſe Pro- 
miſes to be true which affirm, That he that 
Scattereth ſhall increaſe; and that whoever 
Lends to the Lord, fhall be repayed. 
Mr. Gouge ſpeaks of one whom he knew, 
who finding little coming in by his Trade, re- 


ſolyed upon two things. 1. To be more careful 


in Sanctifying the Lords Day. 2. To ſer apart 
the Tenth of his Incomes to Charitable Uſes. 
Whereupon in a few. years he gained ſo much, 
as that he gave over his Calling, and Lived up 


on his Rents. n 

I ſhall mention one Inſtance more, and that 
ſnall be Mr. VViliam VVhately, one famous in his 
3 ä Time 
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Time, he declared ' privately to a Friend of 
his, that he laid aſide every Tenth Shilling of his 
Receiprs for pious Uſes; upon which he found 
a wonderful Bleſſing on his Temporal Eſtare. 
This Mr. VVhately-was Miniſter at 3 in 
Oxfordſhire. Qi. 

The Miniſter is as much 1 to devote 
de- the Tench of bis Incomes to pious Uſes, as any, 
/. one of his People. 

ch THAT excellent Man Mr. Thomas Gou 8 

reports concerning his Father Dr. Gouge, w 

nt vas Paſtor of the Congregation at Black Perz 
no in London, Thar from him he firſt heard, that 
s, men of Eftares, ought to dedicate a Tenth parc parc 

ne of their => Incomes to pious Uſes, and he 
in i ſays, — his ather did odd 4 OR FW 
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| lber are not by any Divine Law * ay 
4 « the Miniſters of the Goſpel. | 

˖ 
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| H E Learned Selden in his diſcourſe of 
the Civil Right of Tithes, has endeavou- 
red to prove this. Among Proteſtant 
Writers, Prelat es, and Prelatical men plead hard 
for the Divine right of Tithes as the Miniſters 
due. But moſt of the Reformed maintain the 
Negative. So P. Martyr, Aanchy, Daneus, River, 
* And to this we adhere. For, 
THE. Appropriating of Tithes to the 
Miniſters of rhe Old. Teſtament, was a Forenſic 
or Judicial Precept, as. is rightly affirmed by 


Bea Gelder veg (who 4 under IRS 
0C/4VIM-. 


ie) | 

gage Beger de, due, pos He was 
a ve Law to appoint that what 

goons got rh have been * — Him, ſhould 
be beſtowed on thoſe His Miniſters. There was 
alſo uuder the Levirical La a Teneh tobe given 
to the Poor every third year. We may not from 
rhence conclude that under the Goſpel it ought 
ta be ſo. Among the Jes the firſt fruits were 
to be paid to their Miniſters, we cannot from 
thence argue that the firſt” fruits do by Divine 
right bei ro the Miniſters of the Golpel, The 

Argument ivas ſtrong for ore as for the other, 

2. 9 R famous New-Bugland Hooker ob- 
ſerves, chat there is a clear Scrip- 

6. 6. 6. ture againſt the way of Mainte- 
. -*- *- nance by Ties. There is an 
Acumen in his reaſonings. His Words are theſe, 
* 1 conclude, 1. That this way of raiſing Main- 
© renance appointed in the Goſpel, is far differ- 

* ing from that way of Tithin the Law; 


_ © nay, to be ryed Preciſely a the one. 
© Ccannor ry the . ſor this is raiſed 
out of all things, the Perſon that is 
e : burthe Tiehes in the Old Teſta. 
ment, were out of rhe Seed of 
Lev. 27. 30, the Land, the Fruit of the Trees, 
31, 32. - of of the Herd of rhe Flock. 
Deut. 1 4.22, * 2. This Maintenance is to be 
. „ by all that ate taught. Bur 
e Levites were to receive the 
firſt mob, and to Pay the Tencb of the Tenth 
to the Prieſt. So that if the 
Neb. 10, 38. 95 © Parrons of Tyrbing look at the 
command given ro the Jews as 
« 2 Moral ""M , they muſt conform themſelves 
* preciſely to the Preſcripe borm thereof. Ergo 


the 


} 
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Legacies ro the Church, and Lands roo, which 
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| * the Miniſters muſt have a Tenth of a Tenth, : 


and from chem happily who were never taught 
by them. As the Lewes who taught in che 
particular Synagogues paid to the Prieſts 
* who adminiſtred ar Feruſalem. And hence ir 
© follows that the way of Tiebing in the Old 
* Teſtament was nor a Natural or Moral Law. 
* For no Law appointed in the Goſpel is in- 
* conſiſtent with any Natural or Moral Law of 
God, which this is. Thus Mr. Hooker, 
3. NEITHE R the Apoſtles nor yer the 
Primitive Doctors in the Church in the next 


Ages to them, did ever teach that the Tenth is 


due to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. Which if 
it had been a Moral Precept they would cer- 
tainly have done, and reproved the Churches 
for their not r accordingly, 

ALTHO' in the Primitive Times the 
Deacons did (as ſome Writers ; 

affirm ) receive the Tenth for Tanchy. p. 


| pious Ules, they did nor appro- 407. 


pin theme the . ee d 5e 

1 15 t from ogies in 
Martyr, and of Tertullian, and by Cyprian s E- 
piſtles, chat the Churches in thoſe days had a 
Publick Treaſury, which did ariſe our of the 
Voluntary Contributions of Chriſtians, out of 
which their Paſtors were Maintained; and much 
was given to other Charitable Uſes, which the 
Deacons diſpoſed of, bur always with the Advice 
and Direction of their Paſtors. 

ALS O, ſome Chriſtians whom God had 
bleſſed with great Eſtates, did bequearh large 


yielded a conſiderable Revenue ro ſome 
Churches, bur were raken from them by Per- 


3 C 3 lecuting 


5 
ſecuting Emperors. Above all Churches, that 
in Nme was made rich, not only by Money, 
bur by Lands devoted thereunto. Thus it was 


Anno 225. Some ſay ſooner. Of theſe things 


Heſpinian, and many others have Written. 


A I this day, Chriſt ian: who Live in the 


Turks Dominions, are compelled to give the 
Fourch pf all their Incomes to the Sultan, The 
Roman Emperors bad the Teneb. Nor were 
Tithes ſettled on Eccleſiaſtirks before Conſtantine 
rhe Great: And then there was quickly a very 
unhappy effect of it. For the Tenth, like the 
Tent Wave, overwhelmed rhe Church with 
Superſtition and Profanity, occaſion'd by the 
Grandeur, Ambition, and Luxury of the Clergy. 


Some Writers affirm, that when Conſt antine by 


an Edict gave the Tenth to Eccleſiaſticks, a voice 


. was heard in the Air, ſaying, Hodie venenum ſe- 


minatum eſt in Eccleſiam. This day Poyſon u caſt 
down into the Church. This gave ground to that 
complaint, Religion brought forth Riches, and the 
Daughter devoured the Mother. © 
D TH E Emperor Charles the Great, ordered 
that the Tithes ſhould be diſtributed into four 
Portions; of which the Biſhop was to have the 
firſt, other Clergy-men or Scholaſticks the 
ſecond, the Poor the third part, and the fourth 
was affigned for the building and repairing 
. TOTES 
THE Tenth in moſt Places will afford nor 
only a ſufficient, but a ſuperfluons Maintenance. 
On which account thoſe Minifters who plead 
for it Al, expoſe themſelves ro cenſure. 
THE Renowned Dr. Owen ſays, That to 
imagine the Law of Maintenance is taken a2 
way, is the greateſt folly, and againſt exprels 
44 nds Eh, ' Scripture; 


Nai ty «a YM r 


ws, Wwe. wo 
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Scripture; but he aſſerts, Thar there is a change 


as to the way of Maintenance under the Goſpel; 
and pleads for Voluntary Contribution; judging, 


| that ro be the moſt honourable, alledging, That 


Piinces have been Maintained in that way. 
NO Man doubrs, but that in the Primitive 
Times, when there were no Chriſtian Magi- 


ſtrates, the Preachers of the Goſpel were Sup- 


ported in that way. Tertullian ſays, Nemo 
compellitur ſed ſponte confert. No body ; Compell d 
but all contribute freely. And if Chriſtzans were 
now ſo Liberally difpoſed as they ought to be, 
that way would be moſt Eligible. , 
BUT men are not ſo forward ro build rhe 
Church, as the Lords People of Old were ro 
build the Tabernacle, whoſe Li- 

berality in Free-will Offerings Exod. 36. 5, 
vvas reſtrained by a Proclamati- 6. 9115 
on. And there was a Time vvhen ; 
Chriſtians vvere ſo Profuſe in their Donations 
to the Church, as that the Emperors were forced 


to give a ſtop thereunto. But in theſe days there 
is no need of a Statute of Mortmain, to prevent 


ſuch things. Some indeed who excel in the 
Grace of Liberallity, do not only according to, 
but beyond their ability; when others of great 
Eſtates ( as Mountains which have Gold in them 
are commonly barren) do very little, it may be 
nothing ar all. | | 

IN roo many Places in New-England, a 
great part of thoſe who are taught, would 
communicate nothing to him that Teacheth 
them, were they not by the Civil Law com- 
pelled unto it. And in ſome Plantations, they 
have no Goſpel among them, nor are ever like 


to have, if from their Hearers, the Preachers 


PM 
be Supported in no other way than that of Vo- 
lunrary Contribution. They would find La- 
tber's ſaying true, Duriter prefecto & miſere vi- 
verent Evangelij Miniſtri, fi ex libera populi Con- 
tribut ione eſſent ſuſt ent andi. In very truth, Mi- 
- niſters of the Goſpel would live hard and 
wrerchedly, if they were ro be maintained by 
the Peoples free Contributions. th 

II is a doleful thing, that there ſhould be 
Towns in . able to Support the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and yet not one man 
found therein willing to give Entertainment to 

a Miniſter of Chriſt. "I 
| Mr. Norton (that great Light, firſt of Ipſwich 
and afterwards of Boſton) ſays, Præſtat Mini- 
ſtros vivere ex certis & Statis ſtipendijs quam ex 
mera Voluntaria Contributione : It is better that 
Miniſters ſhould be. Mainrained by Stated 
Stipends, than by meer Voluntary Contribution. 
INN Holland their Miniſters are Maintained 
out of a Publick Treafury, which the Political 
Magiſtrate takes care of. The firſt Reforming 
Miniſters in that Province, and in ⁊eland deſired 
that it might be ſo; in which Vuerius ſayes, 
they had Calvins Advice. Doubtleſs, if in our 
Country Towns all Publick Charges were put 
into one common Treaſury, and the Miniſtry 
Supported our of ir, (as in one Town of late 1 
hear it is ſo) that would be leſs invidious, and 
tend to ſilence the clamours of ill affected Per- 
ſons, who grumble at making a diſtinct Rate 
A % 15014; 
- I ſhall conclude with the laſt General Synod, 
cf the Elders and Meſſengers of rhe Churches, 
throughout this Colony, who mer ar Boſtcr, in 
the year 1679. Whoſe words are theſe. * x 
w | : ng: 


(27) 
highInjuſtice r yea a Sin which 
95 in che Lord's Ear for ſud 2 
ment, when Wages is wit Jam. 5. 4 | 
held from Faithful, nd Dilip ente 
Labourers. And if it be 1 to thoſe cher 
Labour about Carnal things, much more as to 
" rhoſe that Labour Day and 1 Co 
7 Night abour che Spiritual and n. 
Eternal Welfare of Souls. And = * * 
the Scriprure is expreſs that 1 
*. not only Members of Churches, 115 Po 1 
bur that are Taugt in the 3.1771 
© Word, are bound to Communicate to him 
that Teacherh, and chat in Al good things. 
Thus far Mr. Mather. T 


Fir. THOMAS GOUGE, in bis Diſcourſe of 
the Sureſt and Saſeſt Way 'of Thriving, recom-- 
mended by Dr. Owen, Dr. Manton, Dr. Bares, 
| Mr. Baxter, hath theſe Expreſſions, concerning: 

de voting the Tenth; to the Service of GOD. 

AS for the Quota pars, what proportion every 
one ought to ſet apart our of his yearly income 
for good Uſes,” the Scriprure 
doth command us, ve our Du. 14.22. 28 
e 4-104 what Ce harb x5 gi- Ic. 16. 2. 
ven unto us; to open our hands Nut. 15. 8. 
wide to the neceſſities of #he poor ; Tin. 6. 7.8 . 
to be rich in good works, and the like. Vea the Scrip- 
ture doth Ste unto us rhe Examples 22 ve- 
ry bountiful Chriſtians, as of 
Dorcas, who is faid ro be full of Ac, 9. 36. 
goods works, and alms-deeds which Chap. 10. 2. 
[be did. And of Cornelius, whois 2 Cor. 8. 3. 
| faid ro give much alms. And of the 

Denen who are © ſaid, to give to their Ne 
| yea” 


yea and beyond their 8 Ic likewiſe commen- 

derh unto us the Example of Jacob, who in 
reftimon ny of his thankfalveſs unto God for what 

he ſhou beſtow. on him, vowed the Tenth 

thereof unto God, for pious and 
Gen.28. 20, 22. Charitable uſes; And Jacob vow- 

ed a vow unto God, ſaving, of All 

that thou ſhalt give me, 1 will arch give the 
Tenth znto tbee. | 
THESE Examples 1 upon record 
for our imitation; for as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
© IWhatſoever things were written 
Rom. I . 4. + aforetime, were written for our 
learning, and for our aqmonition- 
The =Y that 1 have ye or read of, who 
have taken this courſe, ro conſecrate unto God 
a certain portion of their Eſtate to charitable 
ules, have followed, the Example of Jacob, in 
giving a Tenth part unto God. And as God did 
exceedingly bick Faceb after his vow; ſo hath 
he likewiſe bleſſed very many others after their 

like vow unto God 

Mr. Stock in his Funeral 3 at the Burial 
of rhe Lord Harington, ſpeaking of his Charity, 
declares that in his life time, he gave the Tenth 
part of his yearly Revenue. to the Poor, Mr. 
_ Gataker in his Funeral Sermon at the Burial of 
an Eminent Merchant, and Citizen of Lon- 
don, ſpeaking of his Charity, ſaith, Thar at bis 
firſt eſfectual Call, among other chings he then re- 
ſatved upon, this was one, to ſet apart every year 
4 Terth of bis gain for the relief of ebe poor and 
needy ; and that'God. from that time abundantly 
advanced bi eſtate. And queſtionleſs, if ſuch 
Merchants, who uſually enſure their Goods up- 


on ae apprehenſion of danger at Sea, would 
ſincerely 


2 CT. 
fincerely promiſe. unto God, in teſtimony of 


their thankfulneſs unto. him, the Tenth of what 
| ſhould come ſafe into their Hands, they might 


teceive far greater returns than they do. 
IN the Life of Dr. Hammond, written by 
Dr. Fell, L find this Expreſſion, The: Rate and 
Sum ef wbat the Doctor devoted, was the Tenth 
* of all bis income, wherein be was ſo ſtrictiy pun- 
* Qual, that commonly the firſt thing he did was 
to compute, and ſeperate the Poor Mans ſhare. 
And how his Stock increaſed, notwithſtanding 
his abundant giving our to the relief of others, 
the Hiſtory ar large declareth. The like I read 
in the Life of Mr. Villiam Wheatly, Miniſter of 
Banbury, how for many years he ſer apart the 
Tenth of his yearly comings in, both out of his 
Tem doral and Eccleſiaſtical Means, and that bs 
Eſt ate proſpered the better after he took that courſe. 
To theſe I could add many more out of the 
Lives of good and charitable Men, and out of 
ſeveral Funeral Sermons, which are Printed and 
Publiſhed. And could name multitudes of men 
now living, who have devoted the like, and 
greater portion out of their Eſtates for charitable 
uſes, and are ready to atteſt the truth of this 
Diſcourſe, That they are no loſers, but great 
gamers in Temporals by what they have given to 
the poor. | | | | 
1 Mi. Richard Baxter in his Chriſtsan Directory, 
treating of the Quota pars, what proportion 
is meet for moſt men to devote for charitable 
uſes, whether the Tenth part of their Increaſe 
be nor ordinarily a fit proportion? Hath this 
Expreſſion, | 
*THOUGH the proportion of the Tenth 
part 15 too much for ſome, and much too little for 


: others, 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
ö 
| 
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a ee to Preſcribe in 


IVI. I. „1 would not be chought to impoſe, bur 
I would adviſe ſuch whom theLord hath bleſſed 
with a plentiful Eftare, ſo chat their neceſſary ex- 
pences are, or might be, far leſs thantheirIncomes, 
to devote a Test pare of their whole yearly in- 
come to charitable uſes: I ſay, of their whole 
yearly incume, withour firſt deducting any part 


pences ; ; or the Tewth of the remainder will be a 
very inconfiderable for a rich Man 
to devote to 
the Scripture ſeemetk to call for. 

AND know aſſuredly, that this courſe is fo 
far from being a means of diminiſhing your ſtock 
and ftore, that if it be managed as it onghr, ac- 
cording to the forementioned rules and directi- 
ons, it is the ſureſt and ſafeſt means, rhe moſt 

ious | courſe of i it, through 
the ſecret bleſſing of God, which accompanierh 


the (ame. Therefore, 


AS God the Bountifal Benefactor beftows 
on you an Income of this Worlds Goods, ſo 
lay by you daily in ſome particular place by its 
ſelf, a Moiety or Tenth part of your Profits for 
the Poor and Diſtreſſed, that Gods Blefling 
may be upon your Eftares and Imployments, 
to rhe preſervation and increaſe of rhe ſame, 


for he that bath pig on, or girerh to the poor 
Mee nor want. 5 


8838 , Cloarhs, or other neceſſary Ex- 


and far ſhorr of that which 
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© +. Sd PEMD TS: 
THE Reprinting of what you here read, be- 
ing occaſion'd by the cenſor ious Humor of 
ſome, who mind every ones Concerns more than 
their own, and who hereupon have taken .the 
boldneſs to ſpeak amiſs of us, becauſe we believe 
and would practice the Truths maintain'd and de- 
fended . foregoing Lines: (eh 
ON this Account it may not be amiſs, to cloſe 
this Print with a few Invectives, ta- 3, 757 55 
ken out of a late popular Diſcourſe % and mi 4 
againſt this common Crime of Mens „ 5 * | 
cenſuring amiſs, ſuch as believe and _ 2. 


piractiſe better than themſelves. ſmeſs. ; 
_- WHILE every Man (ſaith this Author) hath 


His own proper buſineſs incumbent on Him, an in- 
iſitive and over-curious intermedling with the 
cerns of others, is very faulty, and worthy of 
Reprehenfion (eſpecially ) when theſe Enquirys 
are made with a tain and wicked mind. This is a 
practice chargable with rude indecency, and in ma- 
ny inſtances with barbarow inhumanity. 

IHE RE are ſome ſuch contemptible Wretches, 
who to raiſe an admiration of themſelves, turn buy . 
bodies, and Learn tobe Idle, mandring 5 
about from houſe to houſe, and not 1 Tim. 5. 13. 
only Idle but Tatlers alſo, ſpeakins _ 
things which they ought not; This is a wicked prac- 
rice, arguing a bale and Miſchievous Spirit, when 
Perſons will be publiſhing the Affairs of others to 
their Hurt or Prejudice, or to raiſe and increaſe 
Diſſentions and Quarrels,to foment and to inflame 
Paſſions, ſtrengthing of Quarrels by diſcovering 
ſomething cpticerning one and ſug- | | 
geſting it to another: Theſe Tatlers Pro.20.20,21 
and Tale-hearers, are as it were Heu. 
ers of Wood for the Fire of Contention, to conti- 
nue and increale the Burning. 

THE true Chriſtian Spirit, is ſo far from ſear- 
ching out the Faults and Follys of others, that ir 
5 1 
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is for caſting a Mantle of Love over-them, and if 
any thing irregular appears in a good Perſon, it 
puts the beſt Conſtruction upon it, the matter is 
capable of bearing; But there are many, who are 
Strangers to this Spirit of Chriſtianity, and I am a- 
fraid many who ſtrictly profeſs to be poſſeſt of it 
too, who are ſo far from putting the beſt Con- 
ſtruction they can, upon matters which may appear 
to them Irregular, f hat they are apt to Cenſure e- 
ven the beſt Actions of ſome; this is an unaccoun- 


Ahle Spirit indeed; and tho? ſome of theſe Perſons 


may have often their Bibles in their hands, I am 
ſure they ſind it not there, nor can it come down 
from above; Bur it ſeems to be an Evil Spirit, per- 
mitted to wander from the Infernal Region, and to 
trouble the World; nor can it be well with the 
World till it be laid, at leaſt till the Profeſſors of 
Religion be diſpoſſeſt of this Helliſb Spirit, and 
are more under the Influence of the Spirit of Jeſus. 
ITT is ſad indeed, that Intermedling, Tale-bearing, 
Cenſoriouſneſs, Detract ion, &c. ſhould ſcarce be ac- 
counted Faults, by thoſe who pretend to the grea- 
reſt ſtrictneſs in other parts and dutys of Religion; 
Tt is expreſſive of Intolerable Pride, a mighty great 
Opinion of a Mans ſelf, as tho' he were fit to be 
acquainted with every concern, and to paſs a 
Judgment, to approve or cenſure every Action, & 
all the management of his Neighbours; But wiſe - 
Men, apprehending that Tattlers will in a little 
while, fy as much againſt'them to another, as now 
they ſay againſt others to them, will therefore 
hardly treat them as Friends, but deal with them 
as with Waſps, that firſt diſturb with their Zuz- 
2172, and thereby give notice how. ſoon we may 
ſmart by their Sings ; > 6 
LE this be apply'd to and by ſuch as buſy 
"themſelves in talking againſt us, as to the matter 
in hand, or on any other account, for ſuch are 
'Chara#eriz'd and Caution'd againſt in 2 Pet. 2, 12, 


"Eedl, 18 11. c. 4 J 61 
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